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The Presence of Absence 


Agnieszka Koziarz 


To find my home in one sentence, concise, as if hammered in metal. Not 
to enchant anybody. Not to earn a lasting name in posterity. An unnamed 
need for order, for rhythm, for form, which three words are opposed to 


chaos and nothingness. 
— Czeslaw Milosz 


In my thesis work | examine the notion of home, a concept which is defined by 
personal experience and influenced by different landscapes. As an immigrant, 

| find that as | adjust to the cultural norms in my adopted country, the norms from 
my country of origin begin to seem less natural to me. As a result, | often feel 

as though | am hovering “in between” identities and cultures. With a growing 
awareness of the absence of my old home and self, | am propelled by the desire 
to create a self that finds its own intrinsic home and displaces the cultural origins 


of identity. 


The absence of one’s home can paradoxically bring it into sharp focus. It can 
also spur one to find or recreate a new home and identity. Throughout this body 
of work, | explore the contrast between my fluctuating impulses either to monu- 
mentalize my home landscapes while depreciating my adopted landscapes or 
to disparage my place of origin while romanticizing my adopted home. Have my 
dreams been shattered or nurtured in Canada or both? As an immigrant, am | 


empowered or overpowered by my new environment and experience? 


As an artist, | attempt to recreate the immigrant’s experience of displacement, 
disorientation and the process of transformation of individual identity within the 
context of community through the medium of steel. | express the paradoxical 
immigrant experience—trying to root one’s identity in the context of changing 
landscapes—through themes of loss and fragmentation captured in the form of 
the works, which are in tension with the strength and rootedness of the steel. In 
this body of work, | test the limits of this material to create sculptures that appear 
to both acknowledge and defy gravity and time. Through the formal language 

of art, | convey contradictory notions of vulnerability and strength, obstruction 
and movement, and balance and instability, which characterize the liminal position 
occupied by the immigrant. Thus, for me, the transformation of steel becomes 


a metaphor for the metamorphosis of self. 


Czeslaw Milosz, The Collected Poems, 1931-1987 (New York: Ecco, 1990). 
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